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Sub for the 2021 - 2022 year 

are  

RMAC  MFNZ   TOTAL    

      Family    $120   $100   $220  

      Senior    $115   $95    $210   

 Junior    $45    $30    $75 

                        Associate $115  $115 
                             (member of another 

club with current MFNZ membership) 
   

     Social non flying  $50   -    $50 

  

Payment can be made to ANZ account # 116102_ 0913131_ 

11 Include your name in the details  
  

Welcome to the August 2021 newsletter.  

As usual the last month has been a mixed bag weather wise.  We’ve had a few 

good days with good turn outs and plenty of flying. 

Sadly we learnt of Allister’s passing at the start of the month. There will be a 

memorial service at Osbornes on the 27th at 2pm 

Good to see Dave Bailey and Mark Daubney coming over for a fly. 

Congratulations to young Josh who passed his wing test flying the great Tyro 

Major! 

Rays Pitts has now been run in and the cowling is now back on. Its worth having 

a look at the ducting Ray has installed to get plenty of air through the cooling 

fins. The first flight is now waiting for the rain to stop and the wind to drop.  

Can’t wait to see it go. 

Remember to keep those models tied  down in the pits. We recently had an 

electric job bolt out of the pits all by itself luckily it nosed over before any 

disaster occurred.     

Vintage enthusists will be out in force this month as both Duration and 

Precision are NDC events this month. Always good fun these NDC vintage 

events are simple and a great way to test your ability against the rest of the 

country. 

Tom, Neal and Dave have been having plenty of action with their drones. FPV is 

becoming very popular as is video  recording flights. Neal as put some very 

interesting clips on the clubs facebook site. Worth a look 
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Rays Twin cylinder Saito going through the running in phase in the new 

Pitts .  

 

 

As usual Ray has done an immaculate job of the radio installation 

 



 
` 

 

 

 

Here is Andy Hoskins with 

his Aces Flying Stick  

OS 40FSR up front and 

Futaba radio 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Baily with his PT19 and DH 82 Tigermoth 

The Tiger goes very well with a 4 stroke up front. Very relistic and smooth a delight to 

just to sit back and watch and soak up the atmosphere. 
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The PT 19 has a brand new OS 46 and after running in had its first flight on the 23rd 

After an exciting few moments of retrimming it settled down and Dave reported it to 

be a very plesent aircraft.  

Dave has a couple of Babe Bees that are now running again and is threating to get 

into Vintage 1/2A Texaco. Get cracking Dave because there is a NDC  event  for /2A 

in September! Dave L and John R hope to fly so hope you can join us. 

 

 

Fast Andy trying to keep warm between flights of his rocket ship 

 

 

Recently seen at the field Mark Daubney with his XCub 
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Now this model is very smart with electric start                         
 
Mark has provided some details about the model 
The model is a Scale model of the Cubcrafters XCub. The full size XCub 
is classified the fastest, strongest, best equipped and most capable 
STOL airplane CubCrafters has ever built. 
Hanger 9 created this model of the XCub under official licence from 
Cubcrafters. Additionally you can get bush wheels and undercarriage as 
extra. I have the standard Wheels and undercarriage that come with the 
kit. 
It has a 116" or 2.94 Meter wingspan and enormous presence in the air. 
Not totally sure of the weight, I think around the 11Kg mark. I have 
powered it with a DLE 55 rear exhaust, swinging a 23X8 wooden 
propeller, which offers more than enough power. 
When reviewing this model they mentioned you would need approx. 500 
grams of weight in the nose, for the selected motor, so instead of weight I 
added an electric starter motor. Funny the starter motor ended up 
weighing just on 500 grams so worked out well. and is really awesome to 
see it self start. 
I have had this plane for about 2 years and it surprises me every time I fly 
it, granted I only have around 5 flights with it. It is a pleasure to fly, 
however you need to remain alert, especially with the amount of throws I 
have. 
Whilst it is also designed for towing gliders and comes with a retractable 
tow release, I have not fitted it. 
 
I'm running a JRX11 radio with a 12 channel, multi satellite receiver with 
2 Li-po batteries for the receiver, 1 for the ignition and 1 for the starter 
motor, running high voltage servos all round. 
All flying lights are functional and are connected to the ignition switch, so 
ignition on, lights on. 
 
The pilot is Woodie and he always has some smart comment, the wise 
ass. 
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Another model back in the air 

Montys superb Mustang seen in the pits recently 

 

From the Pres 

This month we lost another active RMAC member to old age. Alistair 

Laing who had been in hospital for a number of weeks, sadly died at the 

age of 86years. Alistair joined the club about three years ago and tried 

hard to master RC flying. Unfortunately, he could not shake off his full-

size flying reactions and found it difficult to transition to controlling a 

plane from outside the cockpit. I believe he did enjoy his RC experience 

but latterly he became frustrated that he was not making the progress he 

wanted and hoped for. I have two memorable recollections of Alistair 

during my tutoring experience with him. 

The first was when the model had gone down close to the deep stream 

on the North side of the field. From extending ladders and corrugated 

iron sheet we built a ford across the stream to recover the model. I was 

just carefully crawling back when there was an almighty splash behind 

me. Alistair had decided to help and had fallen off the ladder. He was up 

to his chest if water (this was at the age of 83) and it took all of my effort 

to recover him and get him onto the bank. I dried him off and gave him 

some spare clothes which I had in the van. 
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The second was when the model was flying nicely in wide flat circles and 

I was complimenting him on his good piloting. Eventually the model 

started to move away and I suggested he bring it back. It then became 

apparent that the model was doing its own thing and was actually free 

flying. We watched it disappear from view in the direction of Tarawera 

and Alistair literally waved bye-bye to it. 

Obviously, we drove down to the landing in the hope it may have come to 

earth or maybe someone had seen it fly over but to no avail. 

Next day I received a call from the fire officer at Humphries Bay on the 

far side of Lake Tarawera. A friend of his had seen it land in the lake just 

offshore, and they saved it up from what would have been a very watery 

grave. The flying distance must have been 10km downwind from the 

field. We never did find out what had caused the loss of 2.4ghz control, 

everything worked fine when bench tested and the battery had lots of 

charge. The model was not flown again and is probably still in Alistair’s 

store room. 

I shall miss Alistair, he was an interesting character, bought all the right 

gear (and some) and had a good sense of humour. 

To keep the runway grass at a good length the club has a mowing roster, 

ably managed by Dave Little. Currently the number of members on the 

roster means that the cycle is only three weeks and we need more 

volunteers to extend the cycle time. Sitting on the zero-turn mower is not 

that onerous either, all you have to do is turn a key and move the two 

joystick controls. If you use the field, please consider volunteering for the 

roster and either speak or email Dave Little.  

Following is the first two pages from an interesting article in RCME. Part 

two next month. 
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COMING EVENTS 

 

 

August  NDC Vintage Precision 

   NDC Vintage Duration 

September  NDC 1/2A Texaco 

.  

 

   

      

    

 CLUB FUEL  

  
 METHANOL       $2.50 PER LITRE (OWN CONTAINER)  

   
MIXED:  

1 US GALLON = 3.785 LITRES (3.8L)  

   
70% METHANOL, 20% COOLPOWER, 10% NITRO  

            $40.00 [US GALLON  
      $10.00 per LITRE  

    
FUEL WITHOUT NITRO  

    82% METHANOL, 18% COOLPOWER oil  
    $? US GALLON  
    $? PER LITRE  

   
Or, MIXED TO SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS  

   
    ALL PROFIT GOES TO THE CLUB  
    PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN CONTAINER  

   
    Contact:  ALAN SMITH. 347 9312  

  

   


